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Disc of the day: 25-05-09 

CD REVIEW  

by Peter Bacon 
 

Seb Pipe’s Life Experience: Shoot For The Stars 

(33 Records JSLCD003) 

 
I remember when I first heard Life Experience’s first disc how impressed I was not only with Seb 

Pipe’s alto saxophone playing and composing but just how complete his whole musical vision was. 

There are many young and ambitious and interesting jazz musicians making their early forays into 

band leading and recording, and some of them have great potential but sound like they still have a 

way to go to achieving a really cohesive personal sound and style. Pipe sounded then like was 

already there, and he sounds even more securely on his own distinctive path with this album. 

It opens with Yonetsu, or rather a Japanese symbol standing for Yonetsu if you look at the CD 

cover. This translates as “residual energy” and is certainly full of that from Pipe on alto, Arthur Lee 

on piano and Fender Rhodes, Phil Donkin on bass and George Hart on drums. This is tricksy 

modern jazz that suggests some Steve Coleman influence in the way the lines are constructed. But, 

unlike some of Coleman’s work, this does not feel coldly academic, and this feeling is further 

enhanced when the track segues into an old Brazilian classic, Tico Tico, renamed Yo Tico! by Pipe. 

This track is just lovely and both Pipe and Lea play storming solos – it’s often more revealing of a 

player’s character to hear them solo on a tune you know rather than an original. 

No room here to go through the rest of the album except to say there is a wide variety of mood, 

the songs are all very strong, the playing is great and the band wonderfully cohesive. Pipe’s 

influences are very wide ranging, from Far Eastern and African music to Eastern European too, and 

his interest in philosophies is equally inclusive. The effect on the music means there is a strength 

of purpose that is hard to resist, a dedication to making sophisticated music from the whole band, 

and a range of music coupled with accessibility that ensures it is not only jazz buffs who will find 

this album appealing. Oh, and he makes a lovely sound on the saxophone, never sacrificing tone 

even when there are lots of notes, and some of them in awkward sequences. 

Full marks to Jazz Services and Arts Council England for funding this recording – they have spent 

their money wisely indeed. It’s one of the most accomplished, rounded, finely crafted, buoyant 

and beautiful discs I have heard this year, and sits very easily beside discs made by veterans of the 

art. 

 







Seb Pipe’s Life Experience – Shoot For The Stars 

Altoist Seb Pipe’s new release on 33Jazz has a sparkling 

effervescence that keeps you riveted. His rich, cultured, talkative tone 

guides the listener through 11 original compositions, including fresh 

arrangements of Romanian and Brazilian melodies—the classic “Tico-

Tico” is instantly recognisable.  

The CD opens with “Yonetsu (Residual Energy).” A sweeping sax line 

soars over drummer George Hart’s crisp, brisk backdrop, which then 

segues into “Yo Tico!,” Pipe’s adaptation of the famous tune written by 

Zequinha de Abreu in 1917. From there we have the more melancholy “Fortran,” a lyrical nine-minute 

offering that calms things down before “Balance and Contrast,” a breakneck semi-acoustic-fusion tune 

which almost seems to be a slower piece played back at double speed. A brief duel between Hart and 

pianist Arthur Lea is topped off by an unexpected injection of scat from Pipe.  

The saxophonist is clearly well versed in his trade, with a wide palette of influences and knowledge. 

Indeed, the album title itself references a quote by the Chinese philosopher Confucius. Pipe comes 

across as a profoundly positive composer and player, with a lively mind and strong musical instincts—

certainly a deserving recipient of the Arts Council England “Jazz Services” recording and touring grant 

which made this fine release possible.  

16th July 2009 
 

The Jazz.com Blog 
 

http://www.jazz.com/jazz-blog 

http://www.sebpipe.com/�
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Seb Pipe's Life Experience - Shoot for the Stars - CD review by Chris Parker

http://www.vortexjazz.co.uk/cd-reviews/shoot-for-the-stars.html[17/05/2009 00:08:02]
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Seb Pipe's Life Experience
Shoot for the Stars

Jazz Services JSL CD003

There have been two changes in personnel from Seb Pipe's
recording debut (bassist Phil Donkin has replaced Larry Bartley,
drummer George Hart Chris Vatalaro), but the band (completed by
pianist/Fender Rhodes player Arthur Lea) has retained its defining
characteristics: bristling energy and passionate intensity.

In concert, Pipe usually begins proceedings by hurtling into a steaming rendition of
'Yonetsu', swiftly followed by a peppy visit to the Brazilian classic 'Tico-Tico' (brought into
a new century by being retitled 'Yo Tico!'), and he sensibly kicks off this recording in the
same way; from then on, the pace seldom slackens, his alto wriggling and slipping
through a beguiling mix of latin, East European and more conventional jazz rhythms, his
bandmembers with him every step of the way.

There are odd quieter moments ('Fortran', for instance, is a more thoughtful piece
inspired by a French village with family connections, 'Omnipresence' is appropriately
meditative), and textural variety is also provided by both Donkin and Lea moving
between electric and acoustic instruments, but the keynote, as Pipe himself suggests, is
'positive energy'; this is a vibrantly interactive band led by a powerful but sensitive player
with a knack for producing driving, memorable music.
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Seb Pipe's Life Experience live at the Vortex - Vortex gig reviews by Chris Parker

http://www.vortexjazz.co.uk/gig-reviews/2009/march/seb-pipe.html[17/05/2009 00:07:41]
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March 2009 gig reviews by Chris Parker

Seb Pipe's Life Experience
Tuesday 17 March 2009

'Intricate overlays and unsentimentally terse, staccato melodies
pioneered by Steve Coleman and the New York M-Base school',
coupled with an 'engaging affection for traditional song-themes,
latin-jazz vivacity, East European folk-forms and bursts of
straightahead jazz swing' – such is alto player/composer Seb Pipe's
description of his own approach, and it's so accurate in all its
details that it almost renders further comment superfluous.

On his last visit to the club, Pipe was joined by the rhythm section
(Larry Bartley and Chris Vatalaro on bass and drums respectively) from his fine
eponymous debut album, but on this occasion, in addition to longtime associate Arthur
Lea (piano/Fender Rhodes), he was joined by Tom Mason (bass) and George Hart
(drums), plus special guest, Argentinian multi-instrumentalist Matías Marcipar.

As if immediately to authenticate the above description, the band began proceedings
with a characteristically terse, pleasantly nervy original, but swiftly transformed it into
'Tico-tico no Fubá', Zequina de Abreu's 1917 choro classic about the bird of the title's
ability to inspire lovers.

This brought out all the band's considerable strengths: Pipe's passionate, soaring, agile
alto sound, Lea's skill at uncontrivedly mixing latin and jazz; the rhythm section's
suppleness and power.

The band's musical stall having thus been set out, they launched into a series of taut
originals full of slippery changes and subtle shifts of rhythmic emphasis, with guest wind
player Marcipar blending well with Pipe, and Lea producing a series of alternately
mellifluous and cascading solos as required.

Like Steve Coleman's music, Pipe's can sound a little dry on first acquaintance, but in
live performance (as with Coleman, who is downright hypnotic in the flesh) it is infused
with warmth and commitment, and consequently extremely impressive.
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ALBUM REVIEW 

Shoot For The Stars 

Seb Pipe’s Life Experience 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009  

Reviewed by: Ian Mann 

3 stars 

 
“A bold and very respectable album that clearly demonstrates that Pipe 

has intelligence, ambition and potential” 

This latest release on the Jazz Services imprint in co-operation with 33 Records features the young 

alto saxophonist Seb Pipe and his band Life Experience. Pipe is joined by similarly talented young 

musicians Arthur Lea (piano and Fender Rhodes), Phil Donkin (acoustic and electric bass), and 

George Hart (drums).  

Pipe is interested in world/folk musics as well as jazz and he also has a thorough grounding in 

European classical music. The eleven tunes on this album reflect this, covering a wide geographical 

and stylistic range in a largely original programme. Pipe’s music has won the endorsement of the 

influential Guardian jazz critic John Fordham who has provided the album’s informative liner 

notes.   

Life Experience start their musical journey in Japan with “Yonetsu” or “Residual Energy”. Hart’s 

odd meter drum groove provides the platform for Pipe’s tightly concentrated alto explorations. 

Lea and Donkin both deploy the electric versions of their respective instruments adding a kind of 

counter groove to Hart’s drum pulse. It’s tricky, interesting stuff that ingeniously morphs into “Yo 

Tico” the band’s take on the classic Brazilian dance tune “Tico Tico” written by Zequinha de Abreu 

in 1917. Pipe takes his inspiration from a recorded version by the great Charlie Parker and adds a 

few twists of his own. The mood is celebratory and features a pounding solo from Lea on acoustic 

piano and some dynamic drum fills from Hart.   

“Fortran” is inspired by the name of the French village where members of Pipe’s family live. It 

lowers the temperature without ever quite becoming a ballad and is a leisurely feature for Pipe’s 

distinctive alto. Lea’ lyrical work on piano features too with Donkin and Hart providing 

sympathetic and receptive support. The drummer’s eye for detail is particularly praiseworthy in 

another excellent display.  

Despite the rather academic sounding title “Balance And Contrast” is a brief burst of concentrated 

energy. Incredibly the melody was inspired by Bach but the feel is more New York. Pipe’s alto bites, 

Donkin’s electric bass and Hart’s energetic drumming mesh to form a propulsive groove and Lea’s 

 



tumbling piano features strongly in the central section. The tune ends with Pipe’s energetic scat 

vocal that hints at both rap and Indian music. It’s fast and brash but chock full of ideas.  

“Dice” is more reflective, centred around interlocking alto and Rhodes lines but the urgency of 

Hart’s drumming ensures that the piece never runs the risk of becoming becalmed. Donkin is 

featured on double bass, demonstrating his considerable fluency as a soloist.   

“Manintal Din Sig” is based on a field recording of a traditional Romanian folk tune discovered by 

Pipe on the internet. The tune survives intact but Pipe and his colleagues give it an unmistakably 

contemporary edge.  

“Omnipresence” is an essay in an exercise in delicate, abstract balladry that recalls the ECM sound 

but without the solemnity. It’s quietly beautiful but possessed of sufficient energy to sustain the 

listener’s interest throughout.   

The lengthy, edgy, shuffling title track sounds both urgent and celebratory. With a title derived 

from Chinese philosophy and a Latin flavour it’s a perfect example of Pipe’s pan-cultural approach 

to music making. Lea excels with a rollicking piano solo fuelled by Hart’s busy drumming. The piece 

closes with an engrossing dialogue between Pipe’s alto and Donkin’s double bass.  

“Encoding Within” and “Divine Serenity” are both excursions into ballad territory; the first dark, 

brooding and sombre the second altogether lighter and more lyrical in tone. Like the earlier 

“Omnipresence” each is a quiet delight.  

The album ends with a brief reprise of “Balance and Contrast”, a feature for the interlocking drums 

and electric bass of Hart and Donkin. The rhythm section excel over the album as a whole, 

handling some tricky parts with aplomb with Hart also particularly impressive in the way that his 

subtly energetic and detailed drumming adds colour to the music.  

Pipe himself is a distinctive alto saxophonist with a fluent technique and a light tone. He certainly 

isn’t a Parker clone and is developing a unique voice on his instrument that filters the thoughtful 

approach of Lee Konitz through the more contemporary sound of Pipe’s former tutor Steve 

Coleman.   

“Shoot For The Stars” is aptly named as Pipe is clearly an ambitious writer who is not afraid to mix 

and match his influences in his search for something truly individual. In an album that is 

overflowing with ideas not everything works. Some of Pipe’s themes are not particularly 

memorable but there is no doubting his intelligence, ambition and potential. I also find the Rhodes 

sound somewhat irritating at times but maybe that’s just me.“Shoot For The Stars” is a bold and 

very respectable album but I suspect that there are even better things to come from this talented 

young musician. 

The album can be purchased directly from Pipe’s website www.sebpipe.com  
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Seb Pipe's Life Experience
Seb Pipe's Life Experience

Bar Code 5060080790838

This self-produced eponymous album by alto player Seb Pipe and
his quartet was recorded at the 606 Club in February 2007 and was
partly funded by the Musicians' Development Fund.

Pipe lists his musical interests as rooted in 'the African Diaspora,
the Balkans and the Far East', and his saxophone teachers include
Jean Toussaint, Steve Coleman and Julian Arguelles. The

strongest of these influences on the music and playing on this lively, pleasingly varied
album is possibly Coleman; the American M-Base pioneer's slippery, endlessly inventive,
attractively nervy sound is apparent on many of Pipe's pieces.

Other traces, however, are also discernible: the tricksy speediness of Balkan music and
the odd Eastern timbre can occasionally be heard. Overall, though, this is distinctive,
highly original quartet music, addressed with musicianly verve and commitment by the
agile Pipe and his energetically responsive band Í pianist Arthur Lea, bassist Larry
Bartley and Brooklyn-born drummer Chris Vatalaro Í and as well as showcasing the
leader's strengths as both composer and soloist, the album is a great calling card for a
fine, vigorously interactive unit.

To purchase the album via
MP3 digital download please
visit Seb's artboo page.
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April 2008 gig reviews by Chris Parker

Seb Pipe's Life Experience
Wednesday 2 April

Alto player/composer Seb Pipe was clearly so keen to air his set of
originals – his band's eponymous album, after all, has 'Music is Life'
as its motto – that he played a hundred-minute set without an
interval on this, his first gig at the Vortex with his quartet: pianist
Arthur Lea, bassist Larry Bartley, drummer Chris Vatalaro.

This intensity was faithfully reflected in his music: over the
characteristically hard-driving bass provided by Bartley and the
constantly probing drums of Vatalaro, Pipe soloed with a

passionate energy tinged with just enough nervy restlessness to bring one of his old
saxophone tutors, Steve Coleman, to mind.

Another former teacher, Jean Toussaint, has said of Pipe: 'One of the most difficult
tasks for aspiring musicians is to come up with a fresh approach in any given musical
idiom. Sebastien has certainly done this with great style and panache. Sebastien is
pushing the boundaries and experimenting with some very innovative concepts.'

In this quest, Pipe is considerably aided by a highly original pianist; Lea not only
negotiated the trickiest passages of Pipe's music with assurance, but also soloed with
grace and aplomb throughout a wholly absorbing set of material that positively bristled
with ideas, all addressed with infectious energy and commitment by an enthusiastic but
tight and musicianly band.

Yet more evidence, were it needed, of the extraordinary strength in depth of the current
UK jazz scene.
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Jazz Line-Up 

1 December 2007 

Saturday 1 December 2007 16:00-17:30 (Radio 3) 

Claire Martin returns to the studio with a selection of new jazz 

releases. Including an interview with Dhafer Youssef and 

 Wolfgang Muthspiel. 

Duration: 
1 hour 30 minutes 

Playlist 

1. 

Title: In the Small Hours 
Artist: Gilad Atzmon 

Composer: Gilad Atzmon 

Album: Refuge  
Label: Tip Toe TIP8888492 

Track: 3 
Publisher: Edition Mawi (GEMA) 

Dur: 5' 11" 

 
2.  

Title: Doin' (Y)our Thing 
Artist: Wynton Marsalis 

Composer: Wynton Marsalis 

Album: From the Plantation to the Penitentiary  
Label: Blue Note Records 094637367520 

Track: 3 
Publisher: Skayne's Music 

Dur: 8' 37" 

 
3. 

Title: Glow 
Artist: Wolfgang Muthspiel 

Composer: Wolfgang Muthspiel 
Album: Solo  

Label: Material Records MRE 010-2 

Track: 4 
Dur: 3' 17" 

 
4.  

Title: Love of Another 

Artist: Wolfgang Muthspiel and Rebekka Bakken 
Composer: Wolfgang Muthspiel 

Album: Daily Mirror  
Label: Material 

Track: 11 

Publisher: Copyright Control 
Dur: 4' 

 
5. 

Title: Mon Parfum 
Artist: Dhafer Youssef & Wolfgang Muthspiel 

Composer: Wolfgang Muthspiel & Dhafer Youssef 
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Information 

12 Jan 08 Jerry Bergonzi 
 

5 Jan 08 Simcock, 
McDonald 

 

29 Dec 07 Guy Barker 
 

22 Dec 07 Christmas 
Stockings 

 
15 Dec 07 Kurt Elling 

 

8 Dec 07 Joe Zawinul 
 

1 Dec 07 Hugh Masekela 
 

24 Nov 07 London Jazz 

Festival 
 

17 Nov 07 London Jazz 
Festival 

 

10 Nov 07 London Jazz 
Festival 

All Jazz Line-Up 

programmes 

19:00 BBC Proms 2007  
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Album: Glow  

Label: Material Records MRE 019-2 
Track: 1 

Publisher: Wolf Music and Dhafer Youssef, AKM 

Dur: 2' 58" 
 

6. 
Title: Fox Hunt 

Artist: Maynard Ferguson 

Composer: Mike Abene 
Album: The Lost Tapes Volume One  

Label: Sleepynight Records SNR001CD 
Track: 2 

Dur: 2' 50" 
 

7. 

Title: There's No Business Like Show Business 
Artist: Sonny Rollins 

Composer: Irving Berlin 
Album: Saxophone Colossus  

Label: Essential Jazz Classics EJC 55401 

Track: 6 
Dur: 1' 58" 

 
8. 

Title: Cittagazze 

Artist: Portico Quartet  
Composer: Portico Quartet 

Album: Portico Quartet  
Label: White Label 

Track: 5 
Dur: 1' 20" 

 

9.  
Title: Balance and Contrast (II) 

Artist: Seb Pipe's  
Composer: Seb Pipe 

Album: Life Experience  

Label: Seb Pipe 5060050790838 
Track: 4 

Dur: 1' 25" 
 

10. 

Title: Take the A Train 
Artist: Kenny Burrell 

Composer: Billy Strayhorn 

Album: 75th Birthday Bash Live!  

Label: Blue Note Records 094637490624 
Track: 12 

Publisher: Billy Strayhorn Songs/Dimensional Music of 1091 
Dur: 3' 03" 

 

11. 
Title: White Christmas 

Artist: Till Bronner  
Composer: Irving Berlin 

Album: The Christmas Album  
Label: Bam Bam Music 06025 1736652 

Track: 2 

Dur: 2' 30" 
 

12. 
Title: Goldwrap 

Artist: E.S.T 

Composer: E.S.T 
Album: Live in Hamburg  

Label: Act Music 6002-2 

Page 2 of 3BBC - Radio 3 - Jazz Line-Up - 1 December 2007

05/07/2009mhtml:file://H:\Seb Pipe's Life Experience\Reviews & Press Quotes\BBC - Radio 3 - Jaz...

Seb
Rectangle



Seb Pipe’s Life Experience – Shoot for the Stars - Radio Play 
 

 

 

 

 

Alternative Alternative Show 30th April 2009 
Our own Dick Heath's ALT2 Radio show ReturnsAuthor 
Topic: Our own Dick Heath's ALT2 Radio show Returns 

Posted: March 26 2009 at 18:04 

Dick Heath 
Format Track Time Band Track Title 
Album Genre Label 
CD 7 4.14 Scott McGill Bamboo Acrobats Symptom 
Imperative Jazz Fusion Uniblab 
CD 2 5.14 Supersister Present For Nancy Present For 
Nancy Jazz Rock Esoteric 
CD 5 5.10 Area 240 Chilometri Da Smirne Arbeit Macht 
Frei Jazz Fusion Cramps 

CD 5 5.00 Fareed Haque/Flat Earth Ensemble Bengali 
Bud Flat Planet Indo Jazz Owl Studios 
CD 5 6.27 Seb Pipe Dice Shoot For The Stars Jazz 33 Records 
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Time Out Worldwide Time Out Travel Time Out Shop Search:  Time Out worldwide  Webnmlkji nmlkj Search Search

Music home What's on Features Albums On The Up Tickets Submit your event 

Jean Toussaint Trio + Seb 
Pipe's Life Experience 

Spice Of Life, 6 Moor St, London, W1D 5NA  

 

Gifted, London-based US tenor saxophonist whose CV 
includes stints with Art Blakey's legendary Jazz 
Messengers, Brit-jazz collective the Jazz Warriors, 
Wynton Marsalis, Max Roach and McCoy Tyner. He 
layers his snaking Wayne Shorter-ish soprano against hip 
chord structures and hummable melodies to striking 
effect. M-Base influenced altoist Pipe opens the evening 
with his own funkified band. 

Details 

Spice Of Life, 6 Moor St, London, W1D 5NA 

020 7437 7013  

Category: Jazz, Latin & Improv  

Times: 8pm  

Price: £8, concs £6  

Tube: Tottenham Court Road   
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 Posted: Wed Jan 07, 2009 7:16 pm    Post subject: Seb Pipe's life experience/Jazz re:freshed 

tomorrow 08/01/09 
 

 
 

Comprises of forward-thinking musicians, who share a musical passion for 
improvisation and communication. Their music forges high intensity grooves, 

idiosyncratic melodies and raw energy. An impressive and highly creative alto 

saxophonist, Seb Pipe has already made quite a name for himself on the UK Jazz 
scene. Seb describes the music as "forged from idiosyncratic concepts, tight grooves 

and bold improvisations drawn from a vast array of musical cultures and traditions 
including the African Diaspora, the Balkans, the Far East, India and Europe.  
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Seb Pipe's Life Experience + 
Jane Parker

606 Club, 90 Lots Rd, London, SW10 0QD 

Powerful, Steve Coleman- and M-Base-style modern jazz 
from young altoist Pipe, whose driving tone and 
propulsive, funky grooves are chock full of tricky chords 
and intense polyrhythms. Support from fine mainstream 
vocalist Parker, exploring standards from the '30s to '50s.

Details

606 Club,90 Lots Rd, London, SW10 0QD 

020 7352 5953 

Category: Jazz, Latin & Improv 

Times: 8.30pm 

Price: £10, concs £8 

Travel: Fulham Broadway  

Add your comment to this listing 

Bookmark  |  Send to a friend 
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F-IRE Collective - News | Live Jazz Music | Live Music London | Jazz Bands | FIRE Collective

http://www.f-ire.com/...s/315/new_evening_showcasing_cutting_edge_jazz_and_contemporary_music_every_wednesday_at_the_others._starts[11/05/2009 18:25:25]
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News
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Press
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Links
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subscribe:

Site Search

News » New evening showcasing cutting edge
jazz and contemporary music every Wednesday
at The Others. Starts - 14 Jan '09

Curated by the F-IRE Collective's Jonathan Bratoeff, this new evening will showcase
the best in contemporary jazz and beyond. The event is located in a converted
warehouse that has been turn into an art and music venue called The Others. 
Established artists such as Julian Siegel, Jason Yarde and Mike Garrick will feature
alongside emerging talents such as Kit Downes, Richard Turner and Seb Pipe.

Every Wednesday from 8h30.

Within each month the 1st Wednesday will feature a collaboration between music
and dance, the 2nd Wednesday will be more improv orientated, the 3rd Wednesday
will be a themed double bill and the 4th Wednesday will feature a short duo
set supporting the main band.

£3-5
Check listings for performances
The Others, 6-8 Manor Road London N16

The Others
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News

David O'Brien wins Whittingham

Pianist David O’Brien is the winner of this year’s 

Peter Whittingham Jazz Award. The £4,000 

award will be used to fund a London-based 

Plasmatronic Jazz Festival, a collaborative project 

fusing live music with simultaneous live on 

screen visuals.

The 24-year-old, who also plays bass, has 

worked with the Brian Abrahams Trio and 

Quartet and the Stefano Kalonaris Group, and 

has also performed professionally with Barak 

Schmool, Julian Siegel, Nick Ramm and Richard 

Sparern. O’Brien studied at the Junior Royal 

College of Music and Lady Margaret College, 

Oxford, before taking an MMus at the Guildhall 

School of Music and Drama, where he formed his 

current band Porpoise Corpus. MBF Development 

Awards of £1,500 each were also made to Matt 

Calvert and Sebastien Pipe for their outstanding 

performances. 

 

 

 Latest News

Gwilym Simcock Debut Album And 
Tour

Octave Bar Extends Jazz 

Programming

Dennis Rollins and Liane Carroll 

for Marsden Jazz Festival

EST and Empirical For Cork

Courtney Pine And Jazz Warriors 

For Special Barbican Show

Seventieth Birthday Tour For Mike 

Gibbs

Latest News

Gwilym Simcock Debut Album And Tour

Following a glut of awards, widespread acclaim, numerous recording 

appearances and a Jazzwise front cover in August pianist Gwilym 

Simcock finally gets to launch his debut solo album and tour. 

Perception is released by Basho Records on 5 November with a 

special launch concert to kick off his tour at Queen Elizabeth Hall on 

16 November as part of the London Jazz Festival. The album, 

produced by Jason Yarde, features the Simcock trio with bassist 

Phil Donkin and drummer Martin France, as well as contributions 

from saxophonist Stan Sulzmann, guitarist John Parricelli and tuned percussionist Ben 

Bryant.  

04.10.07

Octave Bar Extends Jazz Programming

The Octave Bar in Covent Garden now hosts live jazz six nights of 

the week and after three years of presenting jazz in London, is this 

year proud to be part of the London Jazz Festival in November. The 

Octave offers modern European food and an extensive cocktail 

menu in a relaxed, atmospheric environment. With a maximum 

capacity of 100 in the restaurant and 150 in the bar the club 

presents both established and up and coming local jazz talent and a 

weekly jam session.  

03.10.07

Dennis Rollins and Liane Carroll for Marsden Jazz Festival

This year's Marsden Jazz Festival, now in its 16th year, is held 

between 12th and 14th October with a strong line up of new and 

established talent. Based in Marsden’s attractive stone-built village, 

this quiet West Yorkshire community sheds its sleepy reputation to 

become an essential stop on the burgeoning UK jazz festival circuit. 

Trombone master and festival stalwart Dennis Rollins graces the 

impressive bill on three occasions, on opening night with Ben 

Crosland’s Crusaders tribute band, Chain Reaction; also presenting 

a masterclass on Saturday afternoon and with a headline show with Badbone and Co. on 

Sunday.  

02.10.07
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